CHAPTER 4
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Borderlands, Cultural Exchanges,

and New Native Societies

Borderlands history came into being as anhqjj‘z;'f t;' seel 'thhet t:;riin ;Zzzu.aiz (}11 :;Zf;, ;_:
shows us how to squint, how to deflect the inding lig ripies Bl
embodiments of history in order to see what lies hldd'en allaehmd tle;inzd s
history looks at how ordinary pef)ples have defied, Zegotzate ,daoth Zi?timt e
of larger entities to control their lives and 'how t.hey ave c‘awel i e
idst empires and nations—or across 1mperml'or‘ national boundaries. Border .
Z?Z;ory is tlZerefore inherently conce;ned ;A/itlit thehl'nttlma:]:ijthzl;Z:jl{e;fe;gi; il,,ze:n
1 interactions. It tends to look at history 2
;ll/Loenjzc(t){)Z?n;ZZ lefcperiences of individuals and small groups, fringe peoples at the edges
[ i and cultures. '
demﬁé:e;;rgs:;;):;; history is not just about face-to-face relationships c'md locclzl dyfzanz{tg;
Because in borderlands central powers exert limited cc?@trol’over hpfmcm zrgemlcttonls,re;;} o
lands often become sites for unexpected alliabnces, ;J)[oltttcald w;f}ii(;;att](;;;afnr; legu (;tr;zorderlmds
tion, the repercussions of which can reverberate far an ; ples of bordenands
i —reaching historical changes abound. The momentous shift ,m ew Spai
Sliiitz‘:f:nigltac; in thf 1760s and 1770s towards the “French ’n‘wdel’ ofm SCOZ,Z::Z;Z(;
exchange, and gifting has often been seen as-'t'he resylt of thf amszousdretfo:ed pataty
from the Royal Palace in Madrid, but the policy shift was pzo;lwerz an t hes mw); oy
tive frontier officials in New Mexico and elsewhere a generation eforf; be ; bt
tionalized it. The Seven Years’ War (1754—63) Z‘Jegan at thfe contested borderla do o th
Ohio Valley, where the French, British, and Indlans}had vied for fzwler for gg{t) 7deylam,1
and from there it spread over three continents, becoming ’the ﬁrst gobadw?;lds 11
conflicts could become international conflicts, bu't the pacy‘icatlc?n of : order s
equally consequential. When peace brought dlverse{ Lt’Jeoples into closer co e
trade, diplomacy, and intermarriage, it created propitious COﬂdlthZS for' vtmdeties ZWOSS
hosts and trigger epidemics that could devastate preuzf)usly unexpose r;atn;e S(I)/Vh s aaros
vast distances. And borderlands also influenced the birth of other borderlands. e plm‘z:'al
moved to new locations, they carried with them their accumulated knowledge of intercu
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dialogue, and when they encountered new peoples in new environments, they tried to apply
the practices that had worked before. North American borderlands were rarely created afresh;
they were built on prior experiences and expectations.

In early America, hard colonial fiontiers often softened into porous borderlands of cross-
cultural excchange and accommodation where imperial authority was sometimes eclipsed by indig-
enous power. Yet throughout North America colonial outposts profoundly transformed native
societies by introducing new diseases, technologies, markets, and ideas. This chapter examines
the various ways in which European contact reshaped native cultures, focusing on technological
and biological exchanges (especially horses and firearms) and intermarriage. But the chapter also
turns the lens around by asking how the new native societies influenced colonial outposts.

DOCUMENTS

The first document is a traditional Cheyenne story of the moment when foreign
traders first brought horses to Cheyenne villages. Deeply impressed by the animals,
Cheyennes asked Maheo, All-Father Creator, for horses of their own. Maheo
granted their wish but also warned that their lives would be changed forever.
Maheo’s warning reveals some of the complexities of horse adoption and offers
clues about how Cheyennes came to regard their choice. In the second document,
Saukamappee, an elderly Cree Indian living among the Piegan Blackfoot Indians,
relates the Blackfeet’s first encounter with horses, guns, and smallpox around 1730.
The account, recorded in 1787 by fur trader David Thompson, illuminates how
Indians reacted to new technology and diseases and how their prior experience
with dogs may have facilitated the adoption of horses. The account also suggests
how the introduction of horses and guns changed native warfare.

Documents 3 and 4 illuminate the changes in Native American power rela-
tions that came with the rise of equestrianism. In Document 3, the Marqués de
Rubf, a Spanish officer who toured New Spain’s northern provinces in 1766—68,
recommends a new Indian policy for the Texas and New Mexico borderlands.
For decades, Spain had maintained an on-and-off alliance with the various
Apache groups of the southern Plains against the expanding Comanche Indians,
but Rubi advocated an alliance with the Comanches and possible extermination
of the Apaches. His rationale for the policy change reveals how Spaniards tried to
protect the borderlands and sheds light on Spanish attitudes toward Indians and
alliances with Indians. The next document reveals what happened when two
expanding frontiers of European technology intersected. While native trade net-
works shuffled horses northward across the Great Plains, other indigenous chan-
nels moved guns southward from Canadian trading posts in the plains-woodlands
borderlands. The two technological frontiers converged in the upper Missouri
Valley in the late eighteenth century, plunging the region into wars over trading
privileges. Some native groups were marginalized, while others came to domi-
nate multiple trade channels and won secure access to both guns and horses.
Charles McKenzie, a Canadian fur trader in the service of the North West Com-
pany, visited the upper Missouri River in 1805. In Document 4, McKenzie
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describes the dynamics that turned the Mandan and Hidatsa Indian villages into
great trading bazaars. His account also illuminates the challenges European fur
traders faced when trying to enter into native-controlled exchange networks.

In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the northern Great

Plains emerged as the focal point of the North American fur trade as both British
Canadian and U.S. companies extended their operations there. The Hudson’s
Bay Company, the American Fur Company, and others maintained numerous
trading posts along the region’s major river valleys, incorporating several native
societies into the fur trade. The last two documents—excerpts from the diaries of
fur traders Rudolph Friedrich Kurz and Francis Chardon—shed light on cross-
cultural accommodations, gender relations, and the roles of native women in the
context of the northern plains fur trade. Together, the documents describe how
intermarriage between native women and fur traders supported trade relations
and how native women became involved in nearly all facets of the fur trade as
mediators, cultural transmitters, producers, consumers, and companions. They
offer glimpses into the intimate domestic dynamics of fur trade marriages and
show how native women carved out personal social places in the male-
dominated trading posts. The documents also illuminate how Euro-American
traders struggled to understand, navigate, and modify native customs, and they
bespeak of the difficulties of cross-cultural communication. Chardon’s journal
also contains references to the devastating 1837-38 smallpox epidemic that
spread across the northemn plains, killing thousands of Indians and changing the
chemistry of Indian-Euro-American relations in the region.

1. Maheo, All-Father Creator, Warns the
Cheyennes about Life with Horses

Maheo was the one who made the world and the people and animals and wind
and stars. He was the one who brought the light and divided night from day.
Maheo, the All Spirit, watched over his people, the Cheyenne, and taught them
everything.

One day the Comanches came to see the Cheyennes. The Comanches were

riding on horses. “Wah! That is wonderful,” said the Cheyennes. “Where do

you get them?” B
“From the Pueblos,” the Comanches said. “They have lots of horses.”

“What do you trade for them?” asked the Cheyennes. Their own women
made many pretty things, decorated with earth paints and porcupine quills that
they dyed with the carth colors and berry juices, but they knew the Comanches

did not do that kind of work.
«“Trade for them!” said the Comanches, laughing. “We don’t trade for them.

We just go and take them.”
“Don’t the Pueblos get angry?” asked the Cheyennes.

Alice Marriott and Carol K. Rachlin, Plains Indian Mythology (New York: Thomas Y.
Crowell, 1975), 96-97.
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Saukamappee (Cree) Recalls the Arrival of Horses, Guns
and Smallpox to the Northern Plains, 1787 ’ ,
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